
grow groups

Week 4: A Samaritan and a Jew 
Luke 10:25-37

And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds, not giving up meeting together, as some 
are in the habit of doing, but encouraging one another—and all the more as you see the Day approaching.  Hebrews 10:24-25

GOAL:
�
Learn to follow the compassionate way of Jesus and remove the limits on who is our neighbor

PREPARING THROUGH PRAYER:
�
Lord Jesus, thank you so much for your mercy in my life! I know that the story of the Good Samaritan is my 
story...like the Jewish man in the story, my enemy (the one who comes to steal, kill, and destroy) had 
attacked me and left me for dead. I was helpless and without hope, but then you came along. And you didn’t 
pass by on the other side, but instead you picked me up, bandaged my wounds, and paid the cost that was 
required for me to be restored. May I come to a deeper awareness and experience of the healing you have 
worked in my life, and may your love so fill me that I am transformed from the inside out into the kind of 
person who loves every single person in my path, to the glory of your name. Amen.

CHECKLIST
Prepare for the meeting by praying for yourself 
and your group (feel free to use the prayer below) 
and reading through this Leader’s Guide.

Lead the group in a prayer time consisting of 
worship, thanksgiving, and intercession.

Talk about what stood out for members from the 
“Growth Guide” devotions for this week .

Spend a few minutes in breakout groups 
applying today’s discussion and praying for 
each other.

Close by giving the group any final words 
and a blessing.

Take attendance in Planning Center, 
including guests/new members.



week 4

CONNECT (15-20 minutes)
�

As your meeting begins, allow group members to visit and catch up informally. After a few moments, 
lead the group through the following connecting activities:

Relational Connection: In this section, spend time catching up relationally. If you have new people, 
make sure to give everyone the chance to introduce themselves. Whether you have new people or 
not, you might want to use an icebreaker question (“Who is one of your favorite characters on TV, in 
a movie, or in a book?” or similar) or share “highs and lows.”

Spiritual Connection: Ask your group the following two questions:

- Where have you seen God at work this week?
- In what specific areas do you need God to work this week?

This is an opportunity to praise God for the good things happening and to ask for his help in our 
challenges. Our natural tendency will be to focus on our circumstances, and that’s ok. But this can 
also be related to our spiritual lives as well!

PRAY (5-10 minutes)
In this week’s prayer time, we’re going to practice using Scripture to guide our prayer. For each section 
of the prayer, we’ll ask everyone to pull up a short passage on their phone or in their Bible. One person 
will read the passage out loud, then you as the leader will invite them into a time of prayer based on 
that passage.

You can use this script if it’s helpful, or say it in your own words: 

“As we do each week, we’re going to spend some time in prayer together, focusing on worship, 
thanksgiving, and intercession. This week, we’ll use a Scripture passage to guide our prayer in each 
section. For this first section, let’s all turn to Colossians 1:15-20.” (Have one person read the passage 
aloud as everyone else reads it silently)

“As we enter into this time of praise and worship, let’s use the passage to guide our prayer. For example, 
you might want to say  something like, ‘God, I praise you because you’re holding everything together” or 
“Jesus, I praise you because you are fully God.”

Give time for prayers of praise.

“Now we’re going to share in a time of thanksgiving. Let’s turn to Psalm 118:1-7.” (Have volunteer read 
the passage aloud while all read silently) “Let’s spend a few moments thanking God for what he’s done, 
using this passage as a starting point.” 
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Give time for prayers of thanksgiving.

“We’ll close with some intercession – praying for each other’s needs. Let’s turn to Ephesians 17-19a.” 
(Have a volunteer read aloud while others read silently.) “Let’s spend a few minutes praying for each 
other, using this passage as a guide. Feel free to lift up other prayer needs as well.”

Give time for prayers of intercession.

After a few moments, offer a brief prayer to close out this time.

DISCUSS (35-45 minutes)
• What was one thing from the Scripture readings and reflection questions this week that 

challenged you, encouraged you, or made you think?

Leader’s Note: We’ll ask this question every week. You don’t need to spend a ton of time on it 
(although you can if the Spirit is moving!), but it’s helpful to give people the opportunity to share 
with each other the way that God has been speaking to them in their times of Scripture and 
prayer. And hearing how God is speaking to others broadens and deepens our own experience 
with God and encourages us to stay consistent in investing in our own spiritual lives.

• Read Luke 10:25-28. What do you notice about this first part of the conversation? What was the 
expert trying to do? What were his motives? Why do you think Jesus answered his question with a 
question? What were Jesus’ motives?

Leader’s Note: The text says that the expert on the Torah was trying to “test” Jesus.  Jesus got 
this a lot from religious leaders. There are several texts in the gospels where people try to trick 
him and seek to make him lose face with the crowds. I (Deirdre) don’t think Jesus was bothered 
by this. Jesus enters respectfully into a conversation with this man but he doesn’t play a game of 
academic show-off. He gets to the heart of things pretty quickly.

The expert asks him, “What must I do to inherit eternal life?” We might use the words, “What 
must I do to be saved?” This was a common way of rabbinical questioning. The expert wanted to 
expose the flaws in Jesus’ doctrine and argue with him on his view of the Torah. Yet this is a 
really important question! What is the key to life? In another situation, Jesus is asked, “What is 
the greatest commandment in all of the Law?” They are both trying to get at the heart of the 
Jewish faith. And Jesus very much wanted to participate in the discovery of truth regarding this 
question. But Jesus turns the tables by asking for the expert’s own expertise. “What is written in 
the Law? How do you read it?” 
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It's interesting to me that Jesus doesn’t immediately start trying to explain that he himself is 
the path to eternal life. He doesn’t try to explain that he is the way to God. This might, at best, 
have been confusing and, at worst, it might have caused a riot. No, Jesus, entered right in 
with the language this man would understand. He would let the scriptures, which this man 
supposedly valued so highly, speak for themselves, simply and directly.  

• What is the theme of the scriptures the expert quoted from the Torah in verse 27? What do you 
think Jesus meant by saying “do this and you will live”? What does this mean for us today? 

Leader’s Note:  The expert knows his Torah and he centered in on exactly the commandments in 
the Torah that Jesus had often quoted as the most important too. (See Matt. 22 and Mark 12). 
Today, these are often referred to as The Great Commandments. The theme of these two 
commandments is LOVE.  Pastor Larry speaks to this a great deal in the first point of his sermon. 
“The secret to life: LOVE.” 

First, we are to love God with everything that we are as humans. With our heart: he is the center 
and foundation for our every action and decision. With our soul: he is the center of our life and 
the One we commune with most intimately. With our mind: he is the One we seek to know and 
understand; the One who is our Master Teacher. And our strength: our bodies are to be the 
instruments of his righteousness in every simple or profound thing that we do.

Second, we are to love our neighbor as ourselves. Dallas Willard says this kind of love is “to will 
one’s absolute good.” Notice it is not a feeling, although feelings may come along with it.  It is a 
decision; it is an action. (For further expansion, see I Corinthians 13.) This kind of love is the very 
essence of who God is and he demonstrates it to us most clearly in Jesus. It is not based on who 
the receiver is or how deserving they are. The love is based on who God is and who we are 
because he first loved us. We are called to be people who naturally love well because God is 
transforming us into his likeness.

Whew! This is the litmus test of the Christian life – to love God with all that we are and to love 
others like he loves. Thus, Jesus simply agrees with the expert and says, “That’s right! Do this 
and you will live.”  I think Jesus was packing a whole lot into that word “live.” The man’s eternal 
destiny is a byproduct of the way he chooses to live now. If he will truly live in this way, the “with 
God” life is assured.

• Read Luke 10:29-35. Why did the expert feel compelled to ask, “Who is my neighbor?” Why do you 
think Jesus answered this question with a story?

Leader’s Note:  The text says the man felt the need to “justify” himself. Perhaps another way of 
saying it was he needed to make sure Jesus but the right fences around what it meant to love his 
neighbor.  Surely, not everyone was his neighbor.  There is such a thing, after all, as 
“non-neighbors,” right? 
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You might refer back to our reading in the Growth Guide this week from Ephesians 2:14-16 where 
Paul explains that Jesus came to break down the dividing wall of hostility between Jews and 
Gentiles. Staring into the face of this man, who was full of prejudice and feeling pretty righteous 
about it, Jesus knew that he was on his way to the cross, the place where peace and 
reconciliation would be made.

Jesus now has the chance to reveal the true heart of God and the vision he had for his people. All 
kinds of rules and regulations had deformed the people of God so that they were no different 
than any other group in the ways that really counted. Certainly they had lost sight of the true 
meaning of the Great Commandments.

Jesus could have preached a fiery sermon on prejudice. But he chose, instead, to use a story. As 
Pastor Larry says in his sermon, “You need to film it in your mind’s eye.” You need to get a sense 
of what it really looks like in the real world in living color.  And a story will often bring the lesson 
home in a way that we can receive it.  It gets past our defenses and our charged vocabulary.

• What might be the reasons the religious leaders passed on by and failed to respond with 
compassion to the man in need? Do you ever find yourself using similar reasons for not 
responding to someone in need of compassion? Why do you think Jesus made a Samaritan the 
hero of the story?

Leader’s Note:  Jesus doesn’t explain why the priest and the Levite walk on by. Perhaps they 
were worried about ceremonial laws and whether it would make them “unclean.” Perhaps they 
were afraid they would be harmed as well. Perhaps they weren’t sure if he was the kind of 
person worthy of their assistance. Perhaps they were just in a hurry and couldn’t afford to get 
involved. Have you ever felt the Spirit’s nudge to help someone, but one or several of these 
excuses came crowding in? (If you are very brave, perhaps you could confess to the group a time 
when you let this happen.)

The hero in Jesus’ story is a Samaritan. Jews hated Samaritans. They were despicable 
half-breeds who corrupted the faith. They were not true worshippers of God. The Jews listening 
to this story would not only have been shocked, but highly offended. (It might be interesting to 
ask the group who Jesus might have named as the hero in the story were he telling it to us 
today.) You might have noticed, that when asked which of the three was a neighbor, the expert 
couldn’t even say “the Samaritan.” He just said, “The one who showed mercy.”

• Read Luke 10:36-37. What do you think Jesus is trying to teach this man who knows so much 
about the Law? What is he teaching us today?
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Leader’s Note:  I think it is safe to say that this conversation didn’t end up where the expert in 
the Law expected! Instead of answering the question directly by defining for the expert who his 
neighbors and non-neighbors were, Jesus painted the challenging picture of how to BE a 
neighbor.  Jesus was saying, “Let the neighbor be you.” I love how one commentator, David 
Garland, puts it: “By reversing the perspective, Jesus changes both the question and the answer. 
He makes the call no longer one of assessing other people, but of being a certain kind of person” 
(NIV Application Commentary)

• Pastor Larry told a great story in his sermon about the old, compassionate priest who “moved the 
fence” for a dead soldier. How has God “moved the fence” for you? Is there anyone for whom you 
need to “move the fence?”

BREAKOUT GROUPS (5-10 minutes)
As a reminder, we’re experimenting with spending some brief time in smaller breakout groups 
each week as a way of “going deeper” with each other. Ideally, these groups would be 3-5 people 
of the same gender, but feel free to make adjustments based on the needs of your group. If you’re 
a Sunday morning group, you might want to split into four smaller groups and ask them to make a 
circle in one of the corners of the room. If you think it would be helpful to these breakout groups, 
feel free to designate one person in each group as the “facilitator,” but you certainly don’t have to. 

After (or as) people move into their breakout groups, read (or paraphrase) the following out loud: 

In your groups, give each person a moment to answer this question: “How has Jesus’ teaching in 
this passage challenged you today?” After everyone has shared, take a moment to pray for each 
other. Since we just have a few minutes, make sure to keep it brief so everyone has an opportunity to 
share. 

CLOSING
After the groups are finished (or when it’s time to go!), call the group back together for a brief closing. 
During this time, you can give any final thoughts you need to share and close with a brief word of 
blessing.

Blessing: (feel free to use this blessing, substitute your own, or just close with a prayer)

“He has shown you, O mortal, what is good. And what does the Lord require of you? To act justly, to love 
mercy, and to walk humbly with your God.” Micah 6:8


