
grow groups

Week 6: Every Tribe 
Revelation 5:1-14

And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds, not giving up meeting together, as some 
are in the habit of doing, but encouraging one another—and all the more as you see the Day approaching.  Hebrews 10:24-25

GOAL:
�
Wrap up the Odd Couples series, recognizing that unity comes through humility, love, and self-sacrifice

PREPARING THROUGH PRAYER:
�
Lord Jesus, I thank you for the experience we have had going through this Odd Couples series. I mourn the 
places in our world where selfishness and anger seems to be replacing humility and love, and I confess that 
even within my own heart I sometimes feel resistance to loving others who are different from me. Please 
heal me, and please heal us. Thank you that through your blood you have purchased people from every 
background and that you are making us into one kingdom. Please help me to increasingly desire that 
Kingdom and be willing to sacrifice my own desires in order to bring it about. In the powerful and sacrificial 
name of Jesus I pray, Amen.

CHECKLIST
Prepare for the meeting by praying for yourself 
and your group (feel free to use the prayer below) 
and reading through this Leader’s Guide.

Talk about your group’s upcoming plans, 
including serving at Fallapalooza on Oct 30.

During the discussion, lead your group in a time 
of “lament” prayer.

Spend a few minutes in breakout groups 
applying today’s discussion and praying for 
each other.

Close by giving the group any final words 
and a blessing.

Take attendance in Planning Center, 
including guests/new members.



week 6

CONNECT (15-20 minutes)
�

As your meeting begins, allow group members to visit and catch up informally. After a few moments, 
lead the group through the following connecting activities:

Group Connection: Discuss the upcoming schedule for your Grow Group, including serving at 
Fallapalooza on Sunday, October 30th from 4:00-6:00pm. Each group will be responsible for hosting 
one “Trunk or Treat” station. This involves decorating a vehicle, leading some kind of game or 
activity, and giving out candy. Finalize your theme this week and make preliminary plans.

Relational Connection: In this section, spend time catching up relationally. You might want to use 
an icebreaker question (“What’s your favorite thing about Fall?” or similar) or share “highs and 
lows.”

Spiritual Connection: Ask your group the following two questions:

- Where have you seen God at work this week?
- In what specific areas do you need God to work this week?

This is an opportunity to praise God for the good things happening and to ask for his help in our 
challenges. Our natural tendency will be to focus on our circumstances, and that’s ok. But this can 
also be related to our spiritual lives as well!

PRAY (5 minutes)
This week, we’re going to spend some time during the conversation itself practicing a different kind of 
prayer called lament. Since we’ll be devoting extra time to prayer during that section this week, you 
might consider just opening with a simple prayer that helps the group focus their hearts and minds on 
Jesus and open themselves to his Spirit as he speaks to us through his Word and through our 
conversation.

DISCUSS (40-50 minutes)
• What was one thing from the Growth Guide devotions or the Sunday Sermon that challenged you, 

encouraged you, or made you think?
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DISCUSS (35-45 minutes)
• Read Revelation 5:1-4. When he finds out that no one is worthy to open the scroll containing God’s 

plans to enact justice and restore the broken world, John weeps in hopelessness. What are some 
of the things about our current world that break your heart? Where in your life are you longing for 
someone to “open the scroll?” (make things right)

Leader’s Note: John’s original readers were living through a time of intense persecution. 
Christians were being arrested and killed on a regular basis, and it seemed like there was no end 
in sight. Later in Revelation, we find out that the scroll in God’s hand contains his plan for 
enacting justice in the world – holding evildoers accountable and rescuing his people. But 
tragically, it appears that no one is able to open the scroll, unveiling and initiating God’s plan to 
make things right. Because of this, John weeps.

While we aren’t facing the same kind of situation as the original readers, there is much tragedy 
in our world as well. Let the group share for a few moments about their longing for God to “make 
things right.” This could go lots of different directions. It could focus on the ways nations and 
people oppress others – war, genocide, human trafficking. It could be natural disasters – 
hurricanes, fires, climate change. It could be the challenges our country is facing – culture wars, 
political polarization, economic uncertainty. It could be personal situations – broken 
relationships, addiction, family trauma. 

• One of the spiritual practices that we don’t focus on often in our culture is lament. Lament is 
sorrowfully recognizing the brokenness around us and bringing it to God in prayer. It is an 
important way of sharing in the suffering of others, being honest with God about our feelings, and 
trusting him in all situations. As a group, read Psalm 13 and spend a few moments in prayer, lifting 
up to God the “hopeless situations” you talked about in the first question.

Leader’s Note: Through six years of Grow Groups at VRBC, I (John) think this is the first time 
we’ve intentionally spent time lamenting together. I apologize!!! This is something that is hard 
for many of us, including me. We often prefer to focus on the positive and not think too much 
about the painful parts of our experience. But if you take Scripture to be our model, then lament 
is pretty important! Over a third of the Psalms are laments, and there’s an entire book called 
Lamentations in the Old Testament!

HERE is a great article on lamenting. It lays out four key components of a lament:

- Turn to God (rather than turning inward in bitterness)
- Bring your complaint (rather than withholding it from God)
- Ask boldly for help (rather than giving up or trying to fix it yourself)
- Choose to trust (rather than living in cynicism)
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As you read Psalm 13 together, you might point out these four components. You’ll find them in 
v1, v2, v3-4, and v5-6.

After you’ve discussed what lament looks like, lead the group through a time of prayer 
lamenting the “hopeless situations” you discussed in the first question. Make sure you close by 
expressing trust in the goodness and sovereignty of God!!!

• Read Mark 10:42-45, Philippians 2:5-7, Isaiah 53:12, Colossians 2:15, and 2 Corinthians 12:9-10. 
What common theme ties these passages together? Now read Revelation 5:5-9. How does John’s 
vision reinforce the main idea of these other passages?

Leader’s Note:  This is one of the most important (and most unexpected!) themes in the entire 
Bible. In our culture, we are conditioned to believe in the “survival of the fittest.” We are taught 
that “only the strong survive.” But the Kingdom of God is completely upside-down. In the 
Kingdom of God, whoever wants to be great must be a servant. In the Kingdom of God, true 
strength is laying down your rights for the benefits of others. In the Kingdom of God, those 
whose lives are poured out are honored. In the Kingdom of God, triumph comes through the 
cross. And in the Kingdom of God, when we are weak, then we are strong.

This is a key theme in the passage from Revelation 5. John looks for a powerful Lion, but instead 
sees a sacrificed Lamb. The victory wasn’t won through force. It was won through love and 
sacrifice. In fact, the Lamb is worthy not in spite of the fact it was slain, but BECAUSE it was slain. 
In God’s upside-down kingdom, the way to greatness is through suffering and sacrifice.

• How does this view of power contrast with our culture? Where does it challenge you personally? 
What would need to change in the Church and in your life for us to truly live this way? Can you 
think of any examples where you’ve seen this approach be effective in building unity?

Leader’s Note:  This is where the rubber meets the road, so to speak. In some ways, the entire 
Odd Couples series has been building to this point. The way Christians can find unity amidst 
diversity is by imitating the character of Jesus. The key to building Odd Couples isn’t convincing 
other people that they’re wrong…it’s laying down your life for them in humility and sacrifice. Of 
course, this is really, really hard! That’s why we need the power of the Holy Spirit, which of 
course is able to do immeasurably more than all we could ask or imagine!

Help the group be honest about this. Every one of us has a tendency to live selfishly. We often try 
to get what we want through some kind of force. But Jesus invites us to lay all of that down and 
live our lives to serve God and serve others, expecting nothing in return. And when we open our 
hands to lay down our pride, we find that they’re open to receive so much more from the Lord – 
love, joy, peace, and even unity with people different from us.

4
And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds, not giving up meeting together, as some 

are in the habit of doing, but encouraging one another—and all the more as you see the Day approaching.  Hebrews 10:24-25

week 6



• Read Genesis 12:1-3, Ephesians 1:9-10, Ephesians 3:4-6, John 17:20-21, and Revelation 5:9-10. 
What do these verses tell you about God’s desire for unity among Christians from different 
backgrounds? 

Leader’s Note:  Sometimes people can erroneously think that all of this talk about unity and 
multi-culturalism is just a response to the way our American culture is heading. In the past, I’ve 
heard Christians actually complain about this, saying the church is trying to be “politically 
correct.” I hope that in reading these verses you have seen that unity among diversity wasn’t 
America’s idea! It was God’s plan from the beginning!!!!

In Genesis 12 we see that even when God spoke to Abraham for the first time, he was already 
thinking about blessing “all nations” through his chosen people. In Ephesians 1, we see that 
God’s will all along was to “bring unity to all things in heaven and on earth under Christ.” In 
Ephesians 3, we see that although it was hidden for many generations, God’s plan has always 
been for Jews and Gentiles (i.e., everyone who puts their faith in Christ) to be “members together 
of one body, and sharers together in the promise of Christ Jesus.” In John 17, we see that the 
night before he died, Jesus prayed that all of his followers would be one. And in Revelation 5, we 
see that his death actually made it possible for us to be united in one kingdom!

Unity isn’t a side issue for God, and it shouldn’t be a side issue for us. It has been God’s plan since 
the beginning, and now, through the power of Jesus, we have the opportunity to be a part of 
bringing it into existence in our time. By God’s grace, may we be found faithful to play our part in 
this beautiful story!!!

BREAKOUT GROUPS (5-10 minutes)
After (or as) people move into their breakout groups, read (or paraphrase) the following out loud: 

As we wrap up this “Odd Couples” series, share with the group one thing you feel like God has shown 
you or one relationship where you want to intentionally work toward unity. Then, spend a few 
minutes praying for each other.

CLOSING
After the groups are finished (or when it’s time to go!), call the group back together for a brief closing. 
During this time, give any final thoughts you need to share and close with a brief word of blessing.

Blessing: (feel free to use this blessing, substitute your own, or just close with a prayer)

Dear brothers and sisters...Be joyful. Grow to maturity. Encourage each other. Live in harmony and 
peace. Then the God of love and peace will be with you. (2 Corinthians 13:11)
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