
grow groups

Week 3: The Audience
People as Targets vs. People as People

And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds, not giving up meeting together, as some 
are in the habit of doing, but encouraging one another—and all the more as you see the Day approaching.  Hebrews 10:24-25

GOAL:
�
Learn to see people with Christ-like care and compassion that motivates us to share the good news

PREPARING THROUGH PRAYER:
�
Abba Father, I thank you that you sent someone into my life who saw me and cared deeply that I should 
know about your love and kindness shown to us through your son, Jesus. Forgive me when I rush through 
my days without really seeing or caring for others in my path. Forgive me when I am so worried about what 
others might think that I keep your light from shining through me. Help me to apprentice myself to Jesus in 
such a way that I learn to see all people the way He sees them and to care for them the way He does. Enable 
me by the power of your Spirit to joyfully live and speak of God’s love.  Amen.

CHECKLIST
Prepare for the meeting by praying for yourself 
and your group (feel free to use the prayer below) 
and reading through this Leader’s Guide.

Watch this week’s teaching video together.

Facilitate a conversation about how we should 
think about the people in our lives.

Debrief last week’s Practice Exercise and 
watch the video that gives instructions for 
this week’s exercise.

Close with a time of prayer

Take attendance in Planning Center, 
including guests/new members.
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CONNECT, COORDINATE, AND PRAY (10-15 minutes)
�

Spend the first portion of your time together connecting relationally in whatever way works best for 
your group. Discuss any details you need to coordinate and spend a few minutes praying together. 
This might also be a good time to ask people to share anything that the Holy Spirit showed them 
through this week’s Growth Guide readings.

Watch the Teaching Video (10 minutes)
�

Video Instructions (at VRBC)
1. Turn on the TV and make sure you’re on the Roku input (turn the Roku on if needed)
2. Click on the Youtube app
3. On the left side, scroll down to “Library”
4. Select the “This is My Story” playlist and click on the WEEK 3 Teaching video

Video Instructions (at Home)
1. Open the Youtube app on your TV
2. Search “vrbcgrowgroups” (all one word)
3. You should see the VRBC logo with the title “Grow Groups.” Select this option 
4. Under “Playlists,” select “This is My Story” and then click on the WEEK 3 Teaching video

DISCUSS (25-35 minutes)
• When you think about the idea of evangelism, what kind of “baggage” do you carry? What are 

some of the hang-ups that can make us hesitant to talk to others about the gospel?

Leader’s Note: The previous two lessons in this series were focused primarily on our theology 
about salvation (soteriology is the fancy word). We started this way to make sure we have a full, 
clear picture of the gospel (the WHAT) before we talk about HOW to share it with others!

Beginning this week, our lessons will focus primarily on how we can share the good news of 
Jesus with others in ways that are authentic, sincere, loving, and effective. One of the challenges 
we face in this effort is that most of us have some baggage when it comes to evangelism! We’ve 
seen it modeled in so many ways that are inauthentic, insincere, unloving, and ineffective.

This question gives the group the opportunity to talk about some of the reasons why we might 
have negative associations with the idea of evangelism and how they discourage us from 
engaging in it.
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Some possibilities might be:

• It feels like a scripted sales pitch nobody wants to hear.
• I feel like I’m forcing my worldview onto others.
• I don’t feel like I know enough to talk well about Christianity.
• I don’t like treating people like they are a project.
• I don’t like the idea of debating with people about religion.

• John describes our contrast this week as “People as Targets vs. People as People.” Have you ever 
felt like a target to someone? Or have you felt pressure by the church or others to treat people as 
targets? What’s wrong with this approach?

Leader’s Note: Unfortunately, even church leadership and teaching has too often made 
evangelism about numbers and goals. Their zeal to live out the Great Commission inadvertently 
leads to a “program” that can cause us to lose sight of people as human beings with their own 
unique story who deserve first to be loved, respected and listened to. Even the language of our 
past such as “winning souls for Jesus” can translate into treating people as targets or objects 
when, certainly, that was not the original intention.

Probably all of us have felt used or targeted in some way even if not in direct relation to faith 
topics. It doesn’t feel good! We don’t feel seen or heard as a person. We feel used or we feel like 
an object. We tend to know when people are not being sincere with us or do not really care 
about our personal wellbeing beyond their own agenda.

To put it another way, we can sometimes view people as “projects.” This can cause us to 
inadvertently diminish their dignity as human beings.  We make the mistake of thinking we 
know what they need without listening to them or getting to know them. As we’ll see in the next 
question, Jesus never did this.

• Read Mark 10:17-23, Luke 19:1-10 and Matthew 9:35-38. What do you notice about how Jesus 
interacts with the people he encounters? What was his attitude toward them? What do you notice 
is the same or different about his interactions with each?  What can we learn from Jesus’ example? 

Leader’s Note: You have plenty of time today to look at these passages closely.  Give your group 
a chance to notice and reflect on Jesus’ interactions in these stories. (You might also include for 
comparison Jesus’ interaction with the Samaritan woman in John 4 since this was the focus of 
this week’s sermon and the readings in our Growth Guide this week.)

In Mark 10, Jesus is approached by a rich man eager to know what he must do to “inherit eternal 
life.” Jesus speaks humbly, honestly and directly with the man, using a language the man would 
have been familiar with – the language of God’s commandments in the Hebrew scriptures.  Then 
notice verse 21, “Jesus looked at him and loved him.” 
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One could almost understand if Jesus would have found the man a bit full of himself and put off 
by it. But Jesus truly saw him and loved him.  He knew the rich man’s deepest needs and he 
spoke honestly and directly to them. Another thing to note, especially as we think about our own 
experience in spiritual conversations, is that the man did not take Jesus up on his invitation (at 
least not right then). This undoubtedly made Jesus sad, too. Our own spiritual conversations 
with others may also seem to be without “results” at times. It’s not about “winning” or “results.”  
It’s about the wellbeing of that person, loved by God and made in His image. We can pray that 
God would give us the same care and love for the people he brings across our path, seeing them 
as God’s beloved, ready to share the hope that we have in Christ as the Spirit leads.

In Luke 19, Zacchaeus was the kind of person no self-respecting rabbi would have wanted to 
socialize with. Yet Jesus noticed him up in the tree and, IN FRONT OF EVERYONE, invited himself 
to Zacchaeus’ house! Can you imagine how Zacchaeus felt when Jesus said he wanted to dine 
with him at his house? He must have felt seen and  accepted. Jesus wanted to be his friend! And 
Jesus was not deterred by what other people would think of him. Do we let our own reputations 
get in the way of noticing, being with, and caring for certain people? I (Deirdre) think Jesus acted 
in the moment because he noticed Zacchaeus’ interest. (His hanging out of a tree might have 
been a clue!) Do we notice people? Are we attentive to their interest? Are we ready to see beyond 
the surface needs to the real needs below the surface? Only the Spirit can help us do that. Do we 
want to do that? Are we willing and available?

In Matthew 9, we don’t see Jesus’ interaction with a particular person, but we get a glimpse of 
his heart for the crowds of people he encountered in his ministry. Notice that first of all, he SAW 
them. I don’t think it’s accidental that Matthew points this out.  It’s much more than just laying 
eyes on them. How often are we in too much of a hurry to really see people? Next, Jesus had 
COMPASSION because he knew their true state, their truest needs. Only the Spirit can give us this 
sensitivity. What is the state of our own heart in regard to the serious plight of so many around 
us who are “harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd?” Jesus turned to his disciples 
and encouraged them to pray for more workers, more who would willingly and gladly share the 
good news. Do we pray for this in our own community? Will we ask God to transform us at VRBC 
more and more into the kind of people who are ready, in heart and mind, to love people into the 
kingdom with our actions and our words?

Jesus shocked Jewish sensibilities (again) by his public conversation with the Samaritan woman 
in John 4. He treated her with gentlemanly manners and respect. He engaged with her 
theological questions, but he also asked her good questions that helped her get to the source of 
her true need. Again, Jesus did not concern himself with what others would think of him. His joy 
was to announce the good news to this woman – despised and rejected by others but loved and 
accepted by God. Do we treat everyone with respect and kindness? Do we understand that 
everyone “stands beside their own pool of tears” even though we may not see it? Jesus did.
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• How might seeing people the way Jesus did change the way we feel about sharing the gospel? 
How might it change the way we actually do it?

Leader’s Note:  Watching how Jesus interacts with people causes me to take a deep, calming 
breath. Jesus just met people where they were and talked with them in ways that were easy for 
them to relate to. He wasn’t pushy, demanding or judgmental. He was intentional, kind, 
respectful, truthful, and yet grace-filled. That is compelling and winsome! That’s the kind of 
person I want to be.

When I observe the way Jesus interacted with people, I am challenged to really SEE people for 
the unique and beautiful persons God made them to be. I am challenged to seek to understand 
their story and their deepest needs as the Spirit gives me insight. I am challenged to LOVE them 
FIRST AND FOREMOST and let everything else that follows flow from that love. I am challenged to 
be grace-filled and truth-filled – just like Jesus. 

PRACTICE (10-15 minutes)
Last week, we asked each person to think about their spiritual journey and to try to summarize it 
in a sentence. Before you move on to this week’s assignment, give the group time to share their 
sentence with others. If your group is small, you might do this all together. If it’s large, you might 
break up into smaller groups for this portion. Note: if it’s anything like last week, sharing these 
sentences with each other is likely to spark some good conversation, so make sure to leave plenty 
of time for this!

The instructions for this week’s practice exercise are included in the YouTube playlist (labeled 
WEEK 3 Practice Exercise). You can access it using the same instructions you used to play the 
teaching video. 

PRAYER (5-10 minutes)
As you close this week, lead the group in a time of prayer:

1. Thank God for the people in your life who really saw you, accepted you and shared the love of 
God with you.

2. Ask God to transform us into the kind of people who see like he sees, love like he loves, and are 
ready to joyfully share the hope that we have in Christ.
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