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For the past 14 months Valley Ranch Baptist Church has been in a
season of transition as we closed one chapter in our history under
the leadership of Dr. Larry Parsley. We have looked Forward
Together to the next chapter guided by the Transition Team and
the Senior Pastor Search Committee.

Through the faithful leading of the Holy Spirit and the diligent
work of the Senior Pastor Search Committee, John Hewlett was
presented to the church on July 14 as the candidate for senior pastor.
With a strong vote of affirmation by the church membership, John
has been called to serve as the next senior pastor and will begin
this new leadership role on September 8.

Oswald Chambers wrote, “Prayer is not preparation for the
greater work. Prayer is the greater work” Consistent prayer has
undergirded our church during these months. Thank you to
all who have faithfully asked God for wisdom, guidance, unity,
discernment, and protection for our church family. He has
answered our prayers, and we are so grateful to him.

Our work in prayer continues as we move Forward Together. For
the days ahead we believe God leading us to a unified, intentional
season of prayer for Pastor John, his family, and our congregation.
Because our church values being shaped and directed by God’s
word, we invite God to speak to us through his word as we pray
together using this guide.

Thank you for continuing in the greater work of prayer. We
anticipate what God has planned for VRBC as we continue to
move Forward Together in God’s name and for his glory.



PRAISE
AND
THANKSGIVING

We have so much to be thankful
for. God has loved us and given
himself for us. God has sustained
us and provided for us during a
season of transition. Let’s give him
thanks and praise his name.



DAY 1

The Lord is my strength and my shield; my heart trusts in
him, and he helps me. My heart leaps for joy, and with my
song I praise him.

Lord, you have led us faithfully through this season
of searching for a new pastor. You continued to work
powerfully in and through your church even during a time
of transition. We rejoice in your provision and in your love
and care for our congregation.




DAY 2

In all my prayers for all of you, I always pray with joy
because of your partnership in the gospel from the first day
until now, being confident of this, that he who began a good
work in you will carry it on to completion until the day of
Christ Jesus.

God, we rejoice that our future is in your faithful and
competent hands. We trust in the promise that you will
continue and complete the good work that you have started
in our church, community, and world. Thank you for the
privilege of partnering with you and with one another to
work together in your Kingdom.




DAY 3

Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members
of one body you were called to peace. And be thankful.

Spirit, you have led us and guided us as we sought your will
together for our future. Thank you for helping us to discern
your leading as a church body. We are grateful for the peace
that you place in the hearts of all who trust and follow you.




DAY 4

God is not unjust; he will not forget your work and the love
you have shown him as you have helped his people and
continue to help them.

God, thank you for blessing us with leaders who seek your
wisdom and guidance, and especially for the people and
the work of our Senior Pastor Search Committee and our
Church Council. May the fruit of their work bring them joy
as it brings glory to you.




DAY 5

But the wisdom that comes from heaven is first of all pure;
then peace-loving, considerate, submissive, full of mercy
and good fruit, impartial and sincere. Peacemakers who
sow in peace reap a harvest of righteousness.

Gracious God, you provided wise and impartial counsel for
us in our senior pastor transition and search. Thank you for
the resources and expertise of Matt Cook and the Center for
Healthy Churches. May you continue to work in them and
through them to bless other churches as they blessed VRBC.




DAY 6

The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases; his mercies
never come to an end; they are new every morning; great is
your faithfulness.

Lord, you have delighted and surprised us with the good
things you have done in this season at VRBC. We trust that
you have new mercies in store for us in the season ahead,
and we praise you for your continuing faithfulness and
generosity.




DAY 7

Through Jesus, therefore, let us continually offer to God a
sacrifice of praise—the fruit of lips that openly profess his
name.

Lord, we have so much to be grateful for. Help us to become
people who naturally and consistently give you praise, both
privately and publicly. May your name be on our lips as we
share about your goodness with others.




PRAYER FOR
PASTOR JOHN
AND HIS FAMILY

Pastor John is enjoying a long-
overdue sabbatical this month,
a time for rest, rejuvenation,
and study. It is modeled after
Jesus, who spent 40 days in the
wilderness in spiritual preparation
for his ministry. This week of his
sabbatical, we will be praying for
Pastor John and his family.



DAY 8

Are you tired? Worn out? Burned out on religion? Come
to me. Get away with me and you’ll recover your life. I'll
show you how to take a real rest. Walk with me and work
with me—watch how I do it. Learn the unforced rhythms of
grace. I won't lay anything heavy or ill-fitting on you. Keep
company with me and you’ll learn to live freely and lightly.

Gracious Father, you teach us how to walk with you and
work with you in a way that brings freedom and lightness
to our souls. We ask that you grant Pastor John real rest and
recovery on his sabbatical. Release the weight of leadership
and refresh him with your unforced rhythms of grace. Teach
us all to keep company with you and live freely and lightly.




DAY 9

Dear friend, I pray that you may enjoy good health and that
all may go well with you, even as your soul is getting along
well.

Creator God, thank you for giving us life and strength and
health. We pray that you would protect Pastor John’s health
and grant him strength for the work you have called him to
do. Please use this season of sabbatical to heal and preserve
him.




DAY 10

Restore to me the joy of your salvation and grant me a
willing spirit, to sustain me.

Lord, sometimes we grow tired and weary. We know that
Pastor John has worked hard this year in serving you and us.
Would you fill him with abundant joy, and a desire to serve
you with all of his heart, soul, mind, and strength? Thank
you for the promise that all we need to sustain us is a willing
spirit, and that you will take care of everything else.




DAY 11

‘For in him we live and move and have our being’ As some
of your own poets have said, ‘We are his offspring’

Lord, our identity and purpose come from being closely
connected to you. We ask that, during his sabbatical, Pastor
John would continuously draw near to you in intimate
friendship. May we also learn to abide in you more and
more each day.




DAY 12

Then make my joy complete by being like-minded, having
the same love, being one in spirit and of one mind.

Lord, we pray for Pastor John’s and Johanna’s marriage.
Please help them to be of the same mind, maintaining the
same love, united in spirit, and intent on the same purpose.
May they find joy, strength, and encouragement in you and
in one another. We ask that you make their lives a joyful
example to our congregation of what a marriage surrendered
to Christ can look like.




DAY 13

“I will strengthen them in the Lord and in his name they
will live securely;” declares the Lord.

Lord, we are grateful for the gift of family, and we thank
you for the Hewlett family. Even with the significant
responsibility of pastoring a church, please strengthen them
and give them an unshakeable trust in your love, protection,
and provision. Help us to faithfully love, pray for, and care
for their family as they serve you.




DAY 14

Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper
time we will reap a harvest if we do not give up.

Lord, even though Pastor John serves our church with what
seems like boundless energy, no one is a superhuman. Help
him to slow down on his sabbatical, and to find respite and
relaxation after a successful season of ministry. Would you
clear his mind, give him peaceful sleep, and refresh him for
another season of kingdom service?




PRAYER FOR
PASTOR JOHN’S
SPIRITUAL
GROWTH

Spiritual growth is a necessity
and calling for every believer,
and especially those in charge
of shepherding the church. As
Pastor John connects with God on
his sabbatical, let’s pray that this
would be a season of deep and
lasting growth.



DAY 15

But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior
Jesus Christ. To him be glory both now and forever! Amen.

Lord, we ask that you continue to pour out your grace on
Pastor John. Deepen his relationship with you. Fill his heart
with aburning desire to know you more and more intimately
and to seek your presence daily. May he be continually
transformed into the likeness of Jesus, for your glory.




DAY 16

...but those who hope in the Lord will renew their strength.
They will soar on wings like eagles; they will run and not
grow weary, they will walk and not be faint.

Loving Father, we know that our strength can only be found
in Christ. Help Pastor John to trust in and rely on your power
and resources. Help him to run with patient endurance the
race that you have set before him, looking to Jesus as his
only source of strength and means of refreshment. And may
you do the same for us, as we follow you.




DAY 17

Humble yourselves, therefore, under God’s mighty hand,
that he may lift you up in due time. Cast all your anxiety on
him because he cares for you.

Lord, help Pastor John to walk and lead in humility,
recognizing that all strength, wisdom, and guidance come
from you alone. Help him to trust in your perfect timing,
knowing that you will lift him up and provide for every
need. Remind him to cast all his cares and worries upon
you, knowing that you are always with him, supporting and
sustaining him with your unfailing love.




DAY 18

I cannot carry all these people by myself; the burden is too
heavy for me.

Lord, weknowthatpastorscarryaheavyburden ofleadership,
with tremendous demands and pressure. Sometimes, like
Moses, spiritual leaders can begin to feel overburdened and
resentful. As Pastor John unwinds on his sabbatical, help
him to process any ministry pain, and remind him that you
are a God of infinite resources, of incredible wisdom, of
measureless patience and understanding, and that you are
constantly working for the good of those who love you.




DAY 19

Submit yourselves, then, to God. Resist the devil, and he will
flee from you.

Forgiving God, help Pastor John to continually submit
himself fully to you. Grant him the strength and humility
to surrender every aspect of his life and ministry to your
divine will. Empower him to recognize and resist the devil’s
temptation, and make his ministry a shining example of
your power to transform and protect those who are devoted
to you.




DAY 20

I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but
Christ lives in me. The life I now live in the body, I live by
faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for
me.

Lord, we pray that Pastor John’s identity would be deeply
rooted in Christ. Let this truth be the foundation of his life
and ministry, giving him confidence and peace in his calling.
Help him to live each day by faith in your Son. May he draw
strength and inspiration from this profound love, knowing
that he is cherished and valued beyond measure. Let this
assurance guide his decisions, actions, and interactions with
others.




DAY 21

Now we ask you, brothers and sisters, to acknowledge those
who work hard among you, who care for you in the Lord
and who admonish you. Hold them in the highest regard
in love because of their work. Live in peace with each other.

Heavenly Father, we are grateful for Pastor John’s love and
dedication to our church family. We ask that you would
give us a spirit of unity and cooperation. Help us to show
loving devotion and honor to Pastor John and his family.
Protect him from the loneliness and isolation that plagues
so many pastors today, and surround him with friendship
and support.




PRAYER FOR

PASTOR JOHN’S
LEADERSHIP AS
SENIOR PASTOR

John’s sabbatical also serves as
a season of preparation for his
leadership at VRBC in his new role
as Senior Pastor. New Testament
leaders often requested prayer
from their people (2 Corinthians
1:11; Ephesians 6:19-20;
Colossians 4:2-4; 1 Thessalonians
5:25; Hebrews 13:8).



DAY 22

Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, before you
were born I set you apart; I appointed you as a prophet to
the nations.

Lord, we rejoice in your provision in calling John as our
Senior Pastor. Strengthen his calling and help him feel
affirmed because you have chosen him for this important
work. Continue to equip him with your love and grace, and
provide him with a supportive community that uplifts and
encourages him.




DAY 23

But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all
these things will be given to you as well.

God, we know that there are many demands on a pastor’s
time and focus. So we lift up Pastor John to you, asking
you to give him vision and passion. Help him to keep the
main thing the main thing, keenly focused on you and your
purpose for his life and ministry each day.




DAY 24

Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your
own understanding; in all your ways submit to him, and he
will make your paths straight.

Lord, it can be easy to be distracted by many voices, so let
Pastor John hear clearly one voice, and let that voice be
yours. Grant him clarity and insight into where you are
leading us.




DAY 25

Let perseverance finish its work so that you may be mature
and complete, not lacking anything. If any of you lacks
wisdom, you should ask God, who gives generously to all
without finding fault, and it will be given to you.

Lord, in a pastor’s ministry there are many important
decisions to be made, many words that must be chosen
carefully, many needs that must be answered. These cannot
be done through human abilities, so grant Pastor John your
guidance, wisdom, and discernment.




DAY 26

Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do
not be afraid; do not be discouraged, for the Lord your God
will be with you wherever you go.

Lord, we are grateful for John’s courageous leadership. As he
serves you on the front lines of our church and community,
we recognize that he becomes a target for the enemy. Grant
him courage in the face of criticism and discouragement.
Help him to rely on you, and help us to support and
encourage him as he serves you and us.




DAY 27

The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make his face
shine on you and be gracious to you; the Lord turn his face
toward you and give you peace.

Lord, thank you for sending Pastor John to shepherd our
church. We are grateful for his heart for you and for the gifts
you have given him to bless our church. Would you, in turn,
bless him with an assurance of your presence, by revealing
yourself to him in new and gracious ways. Would you lift
him up and use him for your glory, in Jesus’ name.




DAY 28

Pray also for me, that whenever I speak, words may be given
me so that I will fearlessly make known the mystery of the
gospel,

Dear Holy Spirit, empower Pastor John to boldly proclaim
the truth of your Word. Make the Scriptures come alive for
him, and guide him through your Spirit to the words that
you would have him speak. Use him to reveal your truths
and your character to us.




PRAYER FOR
PASTOR JOHN
AND THE STAFF

As Pastor John takes on a new role
within our church staff, it remains
vital that they thrive as a team.
Go to www.vrbc.net/staff to have
their names and faces before you
as you pray for them.



DAY 29

Then I will give you shepherds after my own heart, who will
lead you with knowledge and understanding.

Lord, we come before you with hearts full of thanksgiving
for Pastor John and the dedicated staff who serve our
church. We praise you for how they have worked together in
this season of transition. We thank you for their hard work,
commitment, and the many ways they contribute to the life
of our congregation.




DAY 30

So Christ himself gave the apostles, the prophets, the
evangelists, the pastors and teachers, to equip his people for
works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up
until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of
the Son of God and become mature, attaining to the whole
measure of the fullness of Christ.

Lord, help Pastor John as he leads the church staft in this
new season. Give him the wisdom to know our staff needs.
We are grateful for the many spiritual gifts you have given
our staff. We ask that you would give John insight into how
these gifts might best be used to serve you and the church,
so that their work might bring them joy and satisfaction.




DAY 317

Finally, brothers and sisters, rejoice! Strive for full
restoration, encourage one another, be of one mind, live in
peace. And the God of love and peace will be with you.

Lord, grant Pastor John and our church staff the unity
and cooperation they need to work effectively together.
Help them to be of one mind and to live in peace as they
work together for your Kingdom. May they strive for full
restoration in all relationships, seeking reconciliation and
understanding where there may be any differences.




DAY 32

Be devoted to one another in love. Honor one another above
yourselves.

Loving God, help Pastor John and our church staff to model
your love for one another. Let their relationships be marked
by mutual respect, encouragement, and support. May they
uplift one another and celebrate one another’s success.
Help them to build deep friendships and a strong, Christ-
centered community within our church.




DAY 33

I am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in me and
I in you, you will bear much fruit; apart from me you can
do nothing.

Sustaining God, we pray that Pastor John and our church
staff remain deeply connected to you, the true vine. May
they abide in your presence daily. Help them to stay rooted
in your Word and to seek your guidance in all they do. We
ask that their ministry be marked by fruitfulness, joy, and a
deep connection to you.




DAY 34

In the last days, God says, I will pour out my Spirit on all
people. Your sons and daughters will prophesy, your young
men will see visions, your old men will dream dreams.

Lord, we pray that you pour out your spirit upon our church
staff. May they be attuned to your voice and sensitive to the
leading of the Holy Spirit in all they do. We ask that you
inspire them with visions and dreams that align with your
will for our church. Help them to see beyond any present
challenges and embrace the future you have planned for us.




DAY 35

I urge you to live a life worthy of the calling you have
received.

Father, we pray that each member of our church staff lives
a life that reflects the high calling you have given them.
May they approach their roles with humility, integrity, and
dedication. May their actions and attitudes be a testament to
your grace and a reflection of your character.




PRAYERS OF
EXAMINATION

AND CONFESSION

As we begin praying for VRBC, we
are asking God to reveal anything
that would hinder us from being
a church he can use to extend
his kingdom in our community,
nation, and world.



DAY 36

Who may ascend the mountain of the Lord? Who may
stand in his holy place? The one who has clean hands and a
pure heart, who does not trust in an idol or swear by a false
god.

Who is able to stand in the presence of a holy God? Those
with clean hands and pure hearts. Father, show us the
condition of our hearts and hands.




DAY 37

Search me, God, and know my heart; test me and know my
anxious thoughts. See if there is any offensive way in me,
and lead me in the way everlasting.

Although you know us inside and out, Holy Spirit we ask
you to show us what we cannot see by searching every
corner of our hearts and minds. Reveal what is offensive to
you and lead us in your everlasting way.




DAY 38

My sacrifice, O God, is a broken spirit; a broken and contrite
heart you, God, will not despise.

O God, too often the sacrifice we offer is not what you
desire. Today, we bring our broken and contrite hearts to
you asking for healing and transformation.




DAY 39

If my people, who are called by my name, will humble
themselves and pray and seek my face and turn from their
wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven, and I will forgive
their sin and will heal their land.

Lord, we are your people, called by your name. With
humility in prayer we seek your face and turn from our evil
ways. Thank you for hearing our prayer, forgiving our sins,
and healing our brokenness.




DAY 40

And hope does not put us to shame, because God’s love has
been poured out into our hearts through the Holy Spirit,
who has been given to us. You see, at just the right time,
when we were still powerless, Christ died for the ungodly.
Very rarely will anyone die for a righteous person, though
for a good person someone might possibly dare to die. But
God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we
were still sinners, Christ died for us.

Merciful and loving Father, what a debt of gratitude we
owe you. In our sinful, powerless state you sent Jesus to
demonstrate your love. We are still in need of your mercy
and grace. We continue to welcome your redeeming work
in our lives.




DAY 41

For he has rescued us from the dominion of darkness and
brought us into the kingdom of the Son he loves, in whom
we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.

Glorious God, this our confession. Thank you for rescuing
us from the dominion of darkness and bringing us into the
kingdom of the son you love. Our sins are forgiven because
of your great love for us shown in Jesus in whom we put our
faith.




PRAYERS
FOR LOVING
ONE ANOTHER

The love Jesus has for us is the
same love we are to have for
one another. Jesus said the way
everyone will know we are his
disciples is not by our building,
ministries, or worship but by the
way we love one another.



DAY 42

Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from
God. Everyone who loves has been born of God and knows
God. Whoever does not love does not know God, because
God is love. This is how God showed his love among us: He
sent his one and only Son into the world that we might live
through him. This is love: not that we loved God, but that
he loved us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our
sins. Dear friends, since God so loved us, we also ought to
love one another.

Faithful God, we are only able to truly love if we have
received your love. You loved us first by sending your son
which was long before we loved you. In the same way you
laid down your life for us, teach us to choose to love one
another as you have loved us.




DAY 43

Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not
boast, it is not proud. It does not dishonor others, it is not
self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of
wrongs. Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the
truth. It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always
perseveres. Love never fails.

Gracious Lord, thank you for giving definition to your love
because it is very different from the world’s. In our attitudes,
words, and actions may these verses be a litmus test for the
love we have for one another.




DAY 44

Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving each
other, just as in Christ God forgave you. Follow God’s
example, therefore, as dearly loved children and walk in the
way of love, just as Christ loved us and gave himself up for
us as a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God.

Jesus, you made your home with us so you know how
challenging it is for us to truly love one another. Teach
us to walk in the way of love which includes forgiveness,
kindness, and compassion.




DAY 45

We who are strong ought to bear with the failings of the
weak and not to please ourselves. Each of us should please
our neighbors for their good, to build them up. For even
Christ did not please himself but, as it is written: “The
insults of those who insult you have fallen on me”

As in any family, Father, there are times when we fail one
another. Grow our maturity so we can lovingly bear with
the failings of each other and build one another up. We do
this not to please ourselves but for your glory and the good
of the church.




DAY 46

Above all, love each other deeply, because love covers over
a multitude of sins.

You remind us, loving Savior, that love covers a multitude of
sins. Help us apply the teaching of loving each other deeply.




DAY 47

And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward
love and good deeds, not giving up meeting together, as some
are in the habit of doing, but encouraging one another—and
all the more as you see the Day approaching.

By your wisdom and design, you have placed us in
community with one another. Teach us to consistently help
one another grow in love which overflows into action. Teach
us how to encourage one another in our walk with you in
the good and not-so-good days of life.




PRAYERS FOR
THE SPIRITUAL

VITALITY OF VRBC
Spiritual vitality at VRBC is
cultivated as each person deepens
in their intimacy with Christ.
Paul’s various prayers to first-
century believers will guide our
praying in this area.



DAY 48

For this reason, ever since I heard about your faith in the
Lord Jesus and your love for all God’s people, I have not
stopped giving thanks for you, remembering you in my
prayers. I keep asking that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ,
the glorious Father, may give you the Spirit of wisdom and
revelation, so that you may know him better. I pray that
the eyes of your heart may be enlightened in order that
you may know the hope to which he has called you, the
riches of his glorious inheritance in his holy people, and his
incomparably great power for us who believe.

Glorious Father, like Paul prayed, we ask you to give us the
Spirit of wisdom and revelation to know Christ better and to
enlighten our hearts that we will know the hope and power
which are ours through our Savior.




DAY 49

For this reason I kneel before the Father, from whom every
family in heaven and on earth derives its name. I pray that
out of his glorious riches he may strengthen you with power
through his Spirit in your inner being, so that Christ may
dwell in your hearts through faith. And I pray that you,
being rooted and established in love, may have power,
together with all the Lord’s holy people, to grasp how wide
and long and high and deep is the love of Christ, and to
know this love that surpasses knowledge—that you may be
filled to the measure of all the fullness of God.

Father of all, from your glorious riches we pray you will
strengthen us with your power in our inner beings where
Christ dwells. Give us power to comprehend how long,
high, wide, and long your love is. By your Spirit fill us to the
measure of the fullness of God.




DAY 50

And this is my prayer: that your love may abound more and
more in knowledge and depth of insight, so that you may be
able to discern what is best and may be pure and blameless
for the day of Christ, filled with the fruit of righteousness
that comes through Jesus Christ—to the glory and praise
of God.

Father God, may your love abound more and more in us
so we will be able to discern what is best and pure for our
church. Fill us with the fruit of righteousness that comes
through Jesus Christ alone.




DAY 51

For this reason, since the day we heard about you, we have
not stopped praying for you. We continually ask God to fill
you with the knowledge of his will through all the wisdom
and understanding that the Spirit gives, so that you may
live a life worthy of the Lord and please him in every way:
bearing fruit in every good work, growing in the knowledge
of God, being strengthened with all power according to his
glorious might so that you may have great endurance and
patience, and giving joyful thanks to the Father, who has
qualified you to share in the inheritance of his holy people
in the kingdom of light.

Transforming God, because we need it, we keep asking
you to fill us with the knowledge of your will through the
wisdom and understanding the Spirit gives. We ask this so
we will live lives worthy of our Savior and please him in
every way.




DAY 52

May the God who gives endurance and encouragement give
you the same attitude of mind toward each other that Christ
Jesus had, so that with one mind and one voice you may
glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.

To the one who gives endurance and encouragement to his
children, we ask you to give us the same mind toward each
other that Jesus had with the Father so together with one
mind and voice we will glorify you in all things at VRBC.




DAY 53

We always thank God for all of you and continually mention
you in our prayers. We remember before our God and
Father your work produced by faith, your labor prompted
by love, and your endurance inspired by hope in our Lord
Jesus Christ. For we know, brothers and sisters loved by
God, that he has chosen you. . .

Lord, by your grace, may it be said of our church that our
work is produced by faith, our labor is prompted by love,
and our endurance is inspired by the hope we have in our
Lord Jesus Christ.




DAY 54

I always thank my God as I remember you in my prayers,
because I hear about your love for all his holy people and
your faith in the Lord Jesus. I pray that your partnership
with us in the faith may be effective in deepening your
understanding of every good thing we share for the sake of
Christ. Your love has given me great joy and encouragement,
because you, brother, have refreshed the hearts of the Lord’s
people.

Oh God, may we be a people like Philemon who loved God’s
people and was faithful to Jesus. Show us how partnership
with other believers deepens our collective understanding
of every good thing that we share for the sake of the gospel.
May our love be a joy and encouragement to those who
need their hearts to be refreshed




PRAYERS TO
FULFILL THE
VRBC MISSION

God has called us to invite diverse
and disconnected people to
passionately follow Jesus together.
In accepting that call, we commit
ourselves to obediently living out
this mission.



DAY 55

Sing to the Lord a new song; sing to the Lord, all the earth.
Sing to the Lord, praise his name; proclaim his salvation
day after day. Declare his glory among the nations, his
marvelous deeds among all peoples. For great is the Lord
and most worthy of praise; he is to be feared above all gods.

Father, you not only tell us to sing but you give us the words
that form the message. We are to declare your glory among
the nations and proclaim your salvation day after day. Help
us do this with great joy because you are the Great God who
is worthy of all praise.




DAY 56

Jesus entered Jericho and was passing through. A man was there
by the name of Zacchaeus; he was a chief tax collector and was
wealthy. He wanted to see who Jesus was, but because he was
short he could not see over the crowd. So he ran ahead and
climbed a sycamore-fig tree to see him, since Jesus was coming
that way.

When Jesus reached the spot, he looked up and said to him,
“Zacchaeus, come down immediately. I must stay at your house
today” So he came down at once and welcomed him gladly. All
the people saw this and began to mutter, “He has gone to be the
guest of a sinner.”

But Zacchaeus stood up and said to the Lord, “Look, Lord! Here
and now I give half of my possessions to the poor, and if I have
cheated anybody out of anything, I will pay back four times the
amount.”” Jesus said to him, “Today salvation has come to this
house, because this man, too, is a son of Abraham”

Loving Savior, you teach us so many things in this story of
Zacchaeus. No one is beyond your love. You are intentional
in going to the one shunned by others. You see our
brokenness and bring healing. Remind us that you came
to seek and save the lost and as your followers you call us to
join you in doing the same.




DAY 57

Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come:
The old has gone, the new is here! All this is from God,
who reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us
the ministry of reconciliation: that God was reconciling
the world to himself in Christ, not counting people’s sins
against them. And he has committed to us the message
of reconciliation. We are therefore Christ's ambassadors,
as though God were making his appeal through us. We
implore you on Christ’s behalf: Be reconciled to God. God
made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we
might become the righteousness of God.

As your new creations, Holy God, you have given each of us
the ministry of reconciliation. Because we have experienced
reconciliation with you through Jesus Christ, empower us
to be effective Christ ambassadors to others.




DAY 58

While talking with him, Peter went inside and found a large
gathering of people. He said to them: “You are well aware
that it is against our law for a Jew to associate with or visit a
Gentile. But God has shown me that I should not call anyone
impure or unclean. So when I was sent for, I came without
raising any objection. May I ask why you sent for me?”

Then Peter began to speak: “I now realize how true it is
that God does not show favoritism but accepts from every
nation the one who fears him and does what is right”

Jesus, we confess that too often we are like Peter before the
vision experience of Acts 10. So many voices tell us who we
should or should not relate to. Remove any barrier in us
that would keep us from living the truth that “God does not
show favoritism but accepts from every nation the one who
fears him and does what is right”




DAY 59

Forget the former things; do not dwell on the past. See, am
doing a new thing! Now it springs up; do you not perceive
it? I am making a way in the wilderness and streams in the
wasteland.

Father, you are doing new things in our church and the
communities around us. Please help us not to dwell in the
past but to be alert to where you are leading and follow
wholeheartedly.




DAY 60

May God be gracious to us and bless us and make his face
shine on us—so that your ways may be known on earth,
your salvation among all nations.

God of all creation, may you be gracious to us and bless us
and make your face shine upon us so that you can use Valley
Ranch Baptist Church to make your ways known not only
in Coppell and Valley Ranch but throughout the earth and
the gift of your salvation be made known among all nations.
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